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Introduction

The story of Joseph, found in Genesis chapters 37 to 50, is one of the most remarkable
accounts in all of Scripture. Joseph’s life journey—from favored son to betrayed
brother, from slave to ruler of Egypt—is filled with drama, emotion, and divine
purpose. Yet beyond the historical narrative lies a rich spiritual lesson that echoes
through generations: what man intends for harm, God can turn for good (Genesis
50:20).

Joseph was the eleventh son of Jacob and the firstborn of Rachel, Jacob’s beloved wife.
From the very beginning, Joseph’s life was marked by God’s favor. He received
prophetic dreams hinting at his future leadership, but these same dreams stirred
jealousy and hatred among his brothers. Their jealousy drove them to sell Joseph into
slavery in Egypt, setting off a series of events that would later reveal God’s hand at
work through every high and low.

Through betrayal, false accusations, imprisonment, and eventual promotion to
Pharaoh’s right hand, Joseph’s life is a living testament to God’s faithfulness and
sovereignty. His story teaches us about integrity in trials, the importance of
forgiveness, and trusting God even when life’s circumstances seem unfair or
confusing.

This Bible Study Guide will walk you through Genesis 37 to 50 in a structured way to
help you understand not only Joseph’s life but also the God who never left him. Each
chapter includes context, explanations, cross-references, life applications, and
reflection questions to help you grow deeper in your faith.

Let’s begin this journey together and discover how Joseph’s story can inspire us to
trust God’s bigger plan for our lives today.



Chapter 1: Joseph’s Dreams and Betrayal

READ: Genesis 37

Context

Joseph was seventeen years old when God gave him prophetic dreams. As the favored
son of Jacob, he already stood out among his brothers, and his father even gifted him
a special coat. This favoritism stirred jealousy and resentment. When Joseph shared
his dreams—of ruling over his family—their hatred deepened. They eventually sold
him into slavery in Egypt, deceiving their father into believing Joseph had died.

Explanation and Meaning

Joseph’s dreams symbolized future authority, but his brothers’ jealousy led to
betrayal. This teaches us that God may reveal His plans long before fulfillment, and
hardship often comes before purpose is realized.

Cross-References

e Proverbs 16:9
e Romans 8:28
e Acts 7:9-10

e Psalm 105:16-22

Life Application

Trust God’s greater purpose even when life feels unfair. God works behind the scenes
through every betrayal or setback.



Study Questions and Reflections

1. How did favoritism and jealousy contribute to betrayal?

2. What do Joseph’s dreams reveal about God’s plans?

3. How might Joseph have felt during betrayal?

4. Canyou recall a hardship that later served a greater purpose?

5. How do you learn to trust God when life seems unfair?



Chapter 2: Joseph in Potiphar’s House

READ: Genesis 39

Context

Joseph, now a slave, served in Potiphar’s house. He earned trust and authority
because "the Lord was with him.” When Potiphar’s wife tried to seduce him, Joseph
refused, valuing his integrity. Her false accusation landed him in prison.

Explanation and Meaning

Joseph’s refusal to sin shows his commitment to God. His life demonstrates that
living with integrity may bring temporary loss but eternal reward.

Cross-References

e 1 Corinthians 10:13
e Proverbs 3:5-6
e Psalm 1:1-3

e James 112

Life Application

Stand firm in righteousness, even when it costs you. God sees every act of
faithfulness.



Study Questions and Reflections

1. What qualities did Joseph show as a servant?

2. How did he handle temptation?

3. Have you faced costly right decisions?

4. What does this reveal about God’s presence in trials?

5. How can you strengthen your integrity?



Chapter 3: Joseph in Prison

READ: Genesis 40

Context

In prison, Joseph faithfully served. He interpreted dreams for Pharaoh’s cupbearer
and baker, but after the cupbearer was restored, he forgot Joseph, leaving him in
prison for two more years.

Explanation and Meaning

God was preparing Joseph in the waiting. His delays are not denials but part of His
timing.

Cross-References

e Isaiah 40:31
e Psalm 2714
e Galatians 6:9

e Hebrews 6:10

Life Application

Stay faithful during seasons of waiting. God never forgets your faithfulness.
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Study Questions and Reflections

1. How did Joseph remain faithful in prison?

2. What does this teach about God’s hidden work?

3. Have you felt forgotten by others?

4. Why is waiting on God difficult?

5. How can you stay faithful in waiting?
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Chapter 4: Joseph Rises to Power in Egypt

READ: Genesis 41

Context

Pharaoh had troubling dreams, and Joseph was summoned to interpret them.
Predicting seven years of abundance followed by famine, Joseph was appointed
second in command to manage Egypt’s resources.

Explanation and Meaning

Joseph’s promotion shows how God positions us at the right time for His purposes.

Cross-References

e Psalm 75:6-7
e Genesis 45:7-8
e James 410

e 1 Peter 5:6

Life Application

Trust God’s preparation through your trials. Your faithfulness now prepares you for
future purpose.

12



Study Questions and Reflections

1. How did Joseph’s gift make room for him?

2. What leadership qualities did Pharaoh see?

3. How does this challenge your view of God’s timing?

4. How are you preparing now for future opportunities?

5. How can you trust God’s timing more fully?
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Chapter 5: Joseph Tests His Brothers

READ: Genesis 42—44

Context

Joseph tested his brothers by accusing them of being spies and demanding they bring

Benjamin. When they returned, he tested them again by threatening to enslave
Benjamin. Judah offered himself instead, showing repentance.

Explanation and Meaning

Joseph’s tests revealed heart change in his brothers. God sometimes tests us to reveal

and refine our hearts.

Cross-References

e Lukel173-4
e 2 Corinthians 7:10
e Matthew 7:20

e James 2:17

Life Application

True repentance shows in changed actions. Allow God to refine you in testing.
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Study Questions and Reflections

1. Why did Joseph test his brothers?

2. How did the brothers show they had changed?

3. Have you been given second chances?

4. What does true repentance look like for you?

5. How can you apply wisdom like Joseph?
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Chapter 6: Joseph Reveals Himself and Forgives His Brothers

READ: Genesis 45

Context

Joseph revealed himself to his brothers, choosing forgiveness over revenge. He saw
God’s hand in their betrayal, used to save many lives.

Explanation and Meaning

Forgiveness unlocks restoration. Joseph’s perspective on God’s sovereignty teaches
us to let go of bitterness.

Cross-References

e Genesis 50:20
e Matthew 6:14-15
e Ephesians 4:32

e Colossians 3:13

Life Application

Forgiveness is necessary for healing. Choose grace over revenge.
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Study Questions and Reflections

1. What does Joseph’s reaction teach about forgiveness?

2. How did he see God’s bigger plan?

3. Have you experienced restored relationships?

4. What makes forgiveness difficult for you?

5. How can you extend grace today?
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Chapter 7: Jacob’s Family Moves to Egypt

READ: Genesis 46-47

Context

Jacob moved to Egypt, reassured by God’s promise. Pharaoh gave them the land of
Goshen. Joseph provided for them, and Jacob lived his final years in peace.

Explanation and Meaning

God’s promise to make Israel a great nation began unfolding in Egypt. God’s
faithfulness continued.

Cross-References

e Genesis 28:13-15
e Exodus 1.7
e Romans 8:28

e Psalm 33:11

Life Application

Trust God’s direction, even when it leads to unfamiliar places.
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Study Questions and Reflections

1. Why was God’s reassurance to Jacob important?

2. How did Joseph provide for his family?

3. Have you ever taken a step of faith into the unknown?

4. How can you trust God’s long-term plan?

5. How can you live faithfully in new seasons?
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Chapter 8: Joseph’s Legacy and God’s Sovereign Plan

READ: Genesis 48-50

Context

Joseph blessed his family and forgave his brothers again after Jacob’s death. He
assured them that God had used all things for good. Joseph died in faith, trusting
God’s promises.

Explanation and Meaning

Joseph’s legacy points to God’s ability to redeem every part of our story.

Cross-References

e Genesis 50:20
e Hebrews 11:22
e Jeremiah 29:11

e Romans 8:18

Life Application

Surrender your story to God’s purposes, trusting Him to bring good out of every
chapter.
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Study Questions and Reflections

1. What legacy did Joseph leave?

2. How did Joseph view his suffering in God’s bigger plan?

3. How do you want your life to impact future generations?

4. How can you surrender your plans to God’s sovereignty?

5. What step can you take to trust God today?
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Conclusion

Joseph’s life is a story of faith, integrity, and forgiveness. His journey reminds us that:

e God’s timing is perfect.
e Integrity is worth the cost.
e Forgiveness leads to freedom.

e God turns pain into purpose.

No matter where you are in your journey, trust that God is writing a bigger story
through your life. Surrender your challenges to Him, walk in integrity, extend
forgiveness, and believe that what others meant for harm, God can use for good.
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